proposed a solution to the problem, by hypothesizing the existence of a particle that could carry heat away from the tip of the nose.
e one you journalists sometimes call 'the dog particle' .
Reporter from Nature magazine: You mean… Mink: at's right: the Briggs Noson. We've called this meeting because we have a monumental discovery to announce with respect to this particle. (An excited murmur races through the room.) You will recall that, in his initial theory, Briggs proposed that the Briggs Noson needed to have a mass somewhere between zero and a gazillion electron volts. Since then, almost 40 years of astro nomically expensive high-energy muttaphysics experi ments have narrowed that range down to between 1 electron volt and a gazillion electron volts. Now let me show you the new data, about which we are so excited. ey come from two completely different, independent experiments. I'll present the results of the first one, and my colleague -(glances at Clifford, who has started to wander off aimlessly) Sit! Stay! -Sorry, my colleague, Dr Clifford, will present the others. Reporter from Science magazine: That looks like exactly the same experiment as the first one.
Clifford (indignantly): Well, it's not! The LHC experi ment is carried out on the third floor of CERN, but my HLC experiment is carried out on the second floor. So you see, the conditions are completely different.
Reporter from Physics Yesterday: And just how much did this experiment cost?
Clifford: At least two bazillion euros. But it was worth it: in the movie that's coming up on the screen now, you will see the actual historic data as they were being collected.
( Mink: We can conclude that, if the Briggs Noson does exist, it has a mass between 2 electron volts and a gazillion electron volts. We have been able to narrow down the possible mass range considerably.
Reporter from Japan Times: You at CERN wouldn't be approaching a decision on another round of funding by any chance, would you?
Clifford: Possibly.
Reporter from EMBO Journal (who doesn't really belong here but, like the others, wasn't about to turn down a free trip to Geneva): So this was all just a publicity stunt to get us to write stories that would convince the politicians who pay for this stuff that it's worth pouring more quadrillions of euros into a bunch of experiments that haven't found anything definitive yet and possibly never will! Sheesh what a letdown! I mean, what if the people who sequenced the human genome had announced that they had completed the sequence but had no idea how many genes there were?
Clifford: Isn't that exactly what they did announce? Mink: And as for this being all about the publicity and funding, isn't that what most Big Science projects do? They release enough periodic announcements of 'impor tant discoveries' that aren't really all that important when you look at them carefully, and that by coincidence tend to come out more frequently when their funding is up for renewal. Look at the structural genomics projects, and the genome wide association studies, and the cancer genome program, and the Reporter from The Australian: But that doesn't mean the muttaphysicists should keep doing it! You Briggs Noson hunters fooled us once before, you know. Mink (wisely): Oh, they'll be back. They always come back. After all, they have a nose for news.
